Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KINSHA 08102 251549Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 IO-13 DHA-05 /087 W 

053821 251650Z/43 

PR251320Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5388 
INFO AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 8102 
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SUBJECT: AN END TO THE PURGES? 

REF: A) KINSHASA 7916 B) KINSHASA 7651 C) KINSHASA 7576 

1 . SUMMARY: AN AGENCE ZAIRE PRESS (AZAP) EDITORIAL APPEARING ON 
AUGUST 24 COULD HERALD AN END TO THE PURGES MOBUTU HAD PRO- 
MISED TO MAKE IN THE CIVILIAN SECTOR (REFTEL C). ENTITLED 

"THE STABILIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE", THE EDITORIAL FEATURES AN 
ALMOST BIBLICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE GUIDE'S (I.E., MOBUTU'S) 

ABILITY AND WILLINGNESS TO FORGIVE, ONCE PUNISHMENT HAS BEEN METED 
OUT TO THOSE DESERVING IT. THE MILDNESS OF TONE REPRESENTS A SHIFT 
FROM THE MORE PUNITIVE NOTES SOUNDED AT THE TIME OF SAMBWA'S 
DISMISSAL AND NGUZA'S ARREST. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE AZAP EDITORIAL BEGINS BY STATING THAT ONE OF THE "CAR 
DINAL VIRTURE" OF MOBUTU'S LEADERSHIP IS KNOWING HOW TO PUNISH 
SEVERELY WHEN IT IS NECESSARY TO DO SO BUT WITHOUT "LOSING ONE'S 
HEAD." "JUST AS HE KNOWS HOW TO PUNISH, THE GUIDE ALSO KNOWS HOW 
TO PARDON." IT WAS NOTED THAT MANY WHO ARE LIFTED FROM "ANONY- 
MITY" BECOME ONE OF THE HUIDE’S COLLABORATORS ARE OVERCOME BY 
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DELUSIONS OF GRANDEUR AND COME TO SEE THEMSELVES AS BEING AT HIS 
LEVEL. THIS SAME FEELING OF "NEVER HAVING ENOUGH" IS DESCRIBED AS 
HAVING BROUGHT ABOUT THE RUIN OF THE FIRST LEGISLATURE FOLLOWING 
INDEPENDENCE, WHOSE PRIME ACTORS WERE ALWAYS AT "DRAWN DAGGERS." 

3. THE EDITORIAL STATED THAT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SEVERAL WEEKS 
MOBUTU PERSONALLY PRESIDED OVER AN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ON AUGUST 23 (AFTER THE SWEARING-IN OF TWO NEW 
MEMBERS, COMMISSIONER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS UMBA-DI-LUTETE AND 
COMMISSIONER FOR NATIONAL ECONOMY KAPEND SAKABWANG MOND). IT 
WAS NOTED THAT MOST MEETINGS IN RECENT WEEKS HAD BEEN CONDUCTED 
BY FIRST COMMISSIONER MPINGA. 

4. THE EDITORIAL AFFIRMED THAT THE CHIEF OF STATE HAD ONCE AGAIN 
BROUGHT UP THE CONDUCT OF HIS FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER TO SERVE 
AS A WARNING. IT CONCLUDED THAT THE FACT THAT THE "GUIDE" 

DELIVERED A "MORAL LECTURE" IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SWEARING-IN 
OF THE TWO NEW COMMISSIONERS "CONSECRATES THE RENEWAL OF CONFI- 
DENCE WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL" AND "THE STABILIZATION OF 
THIS ORGAN OF THE STATE." 

5. COMMENT: THE EDITORIAL DEALS WITH THE PRESIDENT'S FORGIVENESS 
OF MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND DOES NOT MAKE CLEAR 
WHETHER HIS MAGNANIMITY IN FACT EXTENDS TO THE CIVILIAN SECTOR IN 
GENERAL. WE BELIEVE THE ARTICLE TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY AZAP 
CHIEF ELEBE, THE MAN THROUGH WHOM MOBUTU CHOSE TO ANNOUNCE THE 
NEWS OF NGUZA'S ARREST. IT IS UNLIKELY THAT ELEBE WOULD HAVE 
TAKEN SUCH A NEW EDITORIAL TACK UNLESS SPECIFICALLY DIRECTED TO 
DO SO BY MOBUTU. 
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